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EWSHOT PARISH COUNCIL 
 
THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF EWSHOT PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 8 MARCH 2021 AT 7 PM 
MEETING HELD VITUALLY DUE TO THE CONTINUING GUIDANCE ON SOCIAL DISTANCING TO 
HELP STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19     
 
Present: Cllr G Bredin (Chairman), Cllr E Jennings, Cllr A Taylor and Cllr T Wells. 
In Attendance: Alison Ball (Clerk) and Cllr J Bennison (Hampshire County Council).  
7 members of the public present. 
 

21/38 Apologies for Absence 
  

 Cllr B Cranstone 

 

20/39 Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of Ewshot Parish Council held on 8 
February 2021 

  

 RESOLVED: To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2021. 

 

20/40 Matters arising from the Minutes 
  

 On item 21/33: Almshouse Update: the Chairman advised he was due to attend a 
meeting regarding this on 15 March.  
 
On item 21/37: Any other business: the Clerk confirmed that she had contacted the 
Community Safety Officer at Hart District Council (HDC) about the anti-social 
behaviour in the car park at the Village Hall and she was going to see what she 
could do.  

 

20/41 Announcements from Chairman, Clerk and Members’ Questions 
  

 None. 
 

20/42 District and County Council Report 
  

 Hampshire County Council (HCC):- 
Councillor Bennison gave the following details: 
a) Bus Pass Use: during the lockdown it had been possible to use bus passes before 
9.30am but this had now reverted back to use only being permitted after 9.30am.   
b) School Places: 90% of applicants had received a place their first choice of school 
for September and 98% had received a place at a preferred choice school.  
c) HCC Chief Executive: the Chief Executive of HCC had announced that he planned 
to retire before the end of the year and the recruitment process to find his 
replacement would commence immediately.   
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d) Funding for Roads: it had been confirmed that there would be one quarter less 
funding for roads in the coming financial year.    
e) Solar Panels: a grant had been received from the government for £30M for solar 
panels to be installed on schools and council buildings to contribute towards HCCs 
carbon reduction targets. 

 

20/43 Declaration of Interests and Requests for Dispensations 
  

 None. 

 

20/44 Public Participation 
  

  None. 

 

20/45 Planning 
  

 (a) 21/00283/HOU Homecroft Farm, Church Lane Removal and raising of roof to 
facilitate a first floor and rear extension, alterations to first floor side windows and 
creation of a covered porch.   
 
RESOLVED: No objection. Proposed by Cllr Bredin, seconded by Cllr Taylor and 
agreed unanimously.   
 
(b) 21/00414/LDC Keepers Cottage, Farnham Road Continued used as a self 
contained one bedroom flat.  
 
RESOLVED: No objection. Proposed by Cllr Bredin, seconded by Cllr Jennings and 
agreed unanimously.   
 
(c) 21/000312/HOU Longlees Farmhouse, Farnham Road Installation of swimming 
pool and hot tub within garden curtilage.   
 
RESOLVED: No objection. Proposed by Cllr Bredin, seconded by Cllr Taylor and 
agreed unanimously.   
 
It was noted that a planning application for 6 new dwellings on the Homecroft 
Farm site had been received by HDC. Notification of this had been received too late 
for it to appear on the agenda and councillors had not had the opportunity to look 
at all the associated documents. This would be considered and a response would 
be submitted before the deadline on 2 April.  
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21/46 Handyman Role 
  

 Prior to the meeting the Clerk had suggested that amendments to the Council’s 
Financial Regulations could help to make the process of getting small jobs done 
quicker and these changes would be discussed later in the meeting. It was agreed 
that this would be tried before looking to recruit a new member of staff.   

 

21/47 Bin Emptying 2021/2022 
  

 The meeting was reminded that in November it was agreed to appoint a new 
contractor to empty three of the bins around the Recreation Ground. This 
contractor had been in touch to say that his circumstances had changed and he 
would no longer be able to empty the bins. He had recommended another 
company that was due to take over in Hook parish and they had confirmed they 
would be willing to take on the bins in Ewshot. The Clerk had been in touch with 
this company and the quote they had provided was cheaper than any of the quotes 
received in November.  
 
RESOLVED: That Larkstel Limited be appointed to empty three bins on or around 
the Recreation Ground once a week from April 2021 and that a trial period of three 
months be set to allow for changes should there be any issues. Proposed by Cllr 
Bredin, seconded by Cllr Taylor and agreed unanimously.   

 

21/48 Highways 
  

 a) Marlborough Hill Parking 
 
The Clerk confirmed she had contacted HDC about this issue and they had responded 
advising that they were aware of all the issues in the area and this was in the 2021/22 
traffic management programme. HDC had confirmed that the solution would be a 
combination of prohibitions and restrictions to ensure parking was minimised and 
road safety was improved. HDC had not been in contact with the Army about this 
issue. The Clerk had requested more details on what was being proposed and 
suggesting that it may be helpful to contact the Army to see if a long term solution 
could be found for people wanting to park to access the Army land. A response was 
awaited. 
 
Cllr Bennison had been in touch with HCC Highways Officers to ask that they look at 
the ownership of the land along the road and it appeared that the strip of land 
between the pavement and the boundary fence of the houses belonged to the 
houses. HCC owned the footway and where there is no footway it appeared that HCC 
owned approximately 2 metres from the highway. Cllr Bennison suggested that on 
the land owned by the houses no parking signs could be put up by the home owners 
or by the Parish Council.  
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Cllr Bennison confirmed he had not yet seen the proposals from HDC for the area 
but he expected to receive a copy for consultation purposes as soon as the 
documents had been prepared.  
 
The Chairman expressed concerns about placing signs along the pavement as 
previously HCC had advised that if items were placed along the highway and they 
caused an accident or damage the Parish Council would be liable. In addition a no 
parking sign put up by the Parish Council would not be enforceable so may be 
ignored. Cllrs Wells and Jennings also expressed concerns about liability and the 
likely effectiveness of such signs.  
 
It was noted that residents had put cones along Badger Way to stop parking. Whilst 
this was not allowed it was for HDC or HCC to remove. The cones appeared to be 
working in preventing people parking.  
 
b) Traffic at Doras Green 
 
The meeting was reminded that work had been due to take place at the Doras Green 
and Heath Lane crossroads in February to install new signage. This work had not 
started yet and the Clerk advised that HCC had confirmed that the contractor did not 
yet have all the materials to be able to carry out the job. She would continue to chase 
for updates on this.  
 
Cllr Bennison confirmed that he had spoken to the Accident Reduction Team at HCC 
again about this location as he was aware that there had been more accidents since 
this was last looked at. He had suggested that a one-way system be considered but 
did not know if this would be possible. As he had said earlier in the meeting the 
budget for work on the roads would be reduced in 2021/22 so there would be a 
shortage of money for these types of projects.  
 
A member of the public spoke advising that he had been living close to the 
crossroads for 10 years and he estimated there had been at least 10 to 12 accidents 
a year on the junction and the severity of the accidents was increasing. He did not 
feel that the new signage would be sufficient to make the junction safer.  
 
Cllr Wells suggested that the land owners on the corners of the junction be contacted 
to see if there was a way to improve sight lines. It was felt that if the hedge could be 
moved back away from the carriage it would significantly improve sightlines and 
make crossing the junction safer. Efforts would be made to contact the landowners 
to see if any agreement could be reached.  
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c) Bridle Path 
 
A complaint had been received from a resident about the water on the Bridle Path 
that had frozen causing a hazard to vehicles and pedestrians. This had been reported 
to HCC to see if anything could be done and a response was awaited. The Chairman 
suggested that the Parish Council purchase a grit bin and locate it near the Bridle 
Path so residents could spread the grit when cold temperatures were forecast to try 
to make the area less dangerous.  
 
Cllr Wells spoke against the purchase of a grit bin for this location as he felt that the 
Parish Council should not be providing a grit bin and salt out of public money for use 
on private land. He felt it should be maintained by the people that live there.  
 
It was AGREED that a new grit bin be purchased and located in the vicinity of the 
Bridle Path.  Proposed by Cllr Bredin, seconded by Cllr Jennings and agreed by a 
majority. Cllr Wells voted against the proposal.  
 
The Chairman also suggested that a grit bin be purchased and placed on Church Lane 
opposite the entrance to School Lane for residents in that area to grit an area which 
could be very slippery in cold weather.  
 
Cllr Wells spoke against the purchase of a grit bin for this location as he felt there 
were already other grit bins in close proximity to this location.  
 
It was AGREED that a new grit bin be purchased and located in the vicinity of School 
Lane.  Proposed by Cllr Bredin, seconded by Cllr Taylor and agreed by a majority. Cllr 
Wells voted against the proposal.   
 
d) Dares Lane 
 
The Chairman suggested that a third grit bin be purchased and located on Dares Lane 
at the junction with Ewshot Lane as there was often ice in this location in cold 
temperatures and vehicles had been sliding as they hit the junction.  
 
It was AGREED that a new grit bin be purchased and located on Dares Lane near the 
junction with Ewshot Lane. Proposed by Cllr Bredin, seconded by Cllr Jennings and 
agreed by a majority. Cllr Wells abstained.  
 
e) Tadpole Lane 
 
Cllr Bennison confirmed that work to find a solution to the flooding on Tadpole Lane 
by Beacon Hill Farm was ongoing.  
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f) Church Lane 
 
Cllr Bennison confirmed that the pot hole on Church Lane, next to the manhole 
cover, was going to be repaired by HCC. This issue had been ongoing for more than 
a year as HCC believed it was the responsibility of Thames Water to carry out the 
repair but Thames Water would not accept responsibility.  
 
g) Dares Lane/Ewshot Lane 
 
Redfields Lane had been closed to allow for conduit to be installed for low voltage 
cables and as a result vehicles had been diverting through the village. This was not 
the official diversion route but it was still being used by a significant number of 
people. This was likely to be a problem again when Redfields Lane was closed again 
for the installation of the new roundabout. The first planning application to extend 
the time by which the roundabout had to be completed which had been refused by 
HDC had recently been appealed.  
 
h) Ewshot Lane 
 
The Chairman advised that the damage to the fencing on Ewshot Lane which had 
occurred about three years ago had been brought to the attention of HCC as this 
should have been repaired before now.  

 

21/49 Grit Bins 
  

 This had been considered during the discussion above on highways.   

 

21/50 Open Community Fibre Project 
  

 Cllr Bennison reminded the meeting that a member of the public had been working 
to bring fibre broadband to the Village. The member of the public and Councillor 
Bennison had met with a representative of BT Openreach on 23 February and had 
given him a definitive list of the houses that should be within the scope of the 
scheme, which was essentially the majority of the parish. It was hoped that an 
answer on this would be avaible by the next meeting which would include a 
definitive list of the properties to be included, the costs involved and how many 
people would need to sign up for it to be viable.  

 

21/51 Elections 2021 
  

 It was noted that there would be an election for the Parish Council on 6 May. Anyone 
who wished to be a councillor for the parish needed to contact the elections office 
at HDC and request nomination papers. These papers needed to be completed and 
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returned to HDC between 22 March and 4pm on 8 April. If anyone needed any help 
with this they could contact the Clerk for guidance.  

 

 FINANCE 
  

21/52 Staff Salaries 2021/22 
  

 It was AGREED that staff should receive a 3% pay rise from 1 April 2021.  

 

21/53 Amendment to the Financial Regulations  
  

 Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated proposed amendments to the Financial 
Regulations which would give her more flexibility to spend up to £500 on small 
projects so that work could be done without unnecessarily waiting for the next 
meeting. The changes would also mean that for small, repair type jobs it would not 
be necessary to obtain three quotes. This had previously been a problem for small 
jobs as the Clerk had struggled to obtain quotes and ended up spending a 
disproportionate amount of time trying to get these.  
 
RESOLVED: That the amendments to the Financial Regulations be agreed. 

 
21/54 Banking Arrangements 
  

 Members were reminded again that only two councillors were currently set up for 
internet banking and it was necessary to have more people set up.  

 

21/55 Payments 
  

 The following payments were approved:  
 

 £ 
March Payroll 724.92 

Lenthall Landscapes – Bin emptying (February) 66.00 

JRB Enterprises (Dog Poop Bags) 71.40 

Village Hall – Office Rent 100.00 

Arthur Gallagher – Insurance Renewal 733.86 

Community Heartbeat Trust – defib annual maintenance 151.20 
 

 

21/56 Correspondence 
  

 The Clerk advised that two items of correspondence had been received that needed 
to be noted: 
 
a) a request from a team of local people seeking financial support for setting up a 
parkrun at Edenbrook Country Park.  
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b) details of the Farnham Infrastructure Programme which was a series of 
interrelated interventions in and around Farnham over the next 15 years designed 
to reduce congestion, improve air quality and tackle climate change. 
 
The councillors agreed that they did not want to make a financial contribution to the 
parkrun programme and noted the second piece of correspondence.  

 
21/57 Any other business 
  

 The Chairman advised that he had informally received a complaint that when the 
Parish Council contractor had cut the hedges he had damaged a number of fence 
posts. He would wait for formal contact on this matter before taking any action. 
 
It was confirmed that the Lengthsman would be in the Village again during the 
month to continue clearing the debris and litter from alongside the A287. 
 
It was requested that HDC be contacted about the amount of litter along Beacon Hill 
to see if they would remove it.  

 
The meeting ended at 8.26 pm 
 
 Signed……...................................................   Dated   .................................................... 


